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Temporary Amendment to the South Kesteven District 
Council Hackney Carriage and Private Hire Licensing 
Policy (Vehicle Age)

Decision made by: Karen Bradford, Chief Executive

Decision: To temporarily increase the age limit for a vehicle to continue to 
be licenced as a Hackney Carriage or Private Hire vehicle 
(provided all other conditions are met) from 10 years to 11 years 
for licence renewals due up to and including 31 December 2020 
or until restrictions relating to car sales are lifted whichever is 
sooner. 

Date: 30 April 2020

Public or Exempt: Public

Reasons for exemption: N/A

Conflicts of interest: No

Policy compliant: Yes – temporary amendment under delegated authority

Details of delegation: Key Decision made by the Leader of the Council on 23 March 
2020 that delegates authority to the Chief Executive, in 
consultation with the Cabinet Member for Commercial and 
Operations to make further amendments to the policy as 
necessary during the Covid-19 response period.

Contact

Anne-Marie Coulthard, Head of Environmental

 01476 406319

 a.coulthard@southkesteven.gov.uk

http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/mgMemberIndex.aspx?bcr=1
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=Meeting%20agenda%20@southkesteven
http://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/mgWhatsNew.aspx?bcr=1
http://facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/mgWhatsNew.aspx?bcr=1
http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=27042&Opt=0


1 The Purpose of the Report
1.1 The South Kesteven District Council Hackney Carriage and Private Hire Licensing Policy 

requires a hackney carriage or private hire vehicle to be less than 7 years old when first 
licensed, the vehicle can continue to be licensed until it reaches 10 years of age.

1.2 The business closure restrictions which are currently in place under the Health Protection 
(Coronavirus, Restrictions) (England) Regulations 2020 mean that car sales showrooms 
and auction houses are closed.  As a result, the options for purchasing a new vehicle 
when an existing licenced vehicle reaches 10 years old are limited.

1.3 There are currently 17 licenced vehicles which will reach the 10 year maximum age limit 
by the end of December 2020 and under the current policy cannot be re-licensed and 
must be replaced. 

1.4 Temporarily increasing the age limit for renewals will allow the operators of these vehicles 
to continue to work during a period when they are unlikely to be able to obtain a 
replacement vehicle.   All other licence conditions relating to 6 monthly compliance testing, 
vehicle condition and maintenance must continue to be met. 

2 Comments of Consultees
2.1 As required by the delegated authority, the Cabinet Member for Commercial and 

Operations has been consulted and is in agreement.

3 Available Options Considered
3.1 The Council could choose to make no amendment to the policy resulting in the licences for 

the impacted vehicles not being renewed.  As a result, the operator will be unable to use 
the vehicle and is likely to be unable to purchase a new vehicle, potentially impacting on 
their employment. 

3.2 A shorter age limit extension could be considered; however, as it is unknown when the 
restrictions will be lifted and vehicles will still be required to meet all other licence 
conditions (ensuring their continued safety etc) a 12 month extension will give those 
effected some certainty that they can continue to operate.

4 Preferred Option
4.1 To extend the age limit for a vehicle to continue to be licenced to 11 years for those 

vehicles that will be 10 years old by 31 December 2020 or until restrictions relating to the 
sale of vehicles are lifted, whichever is the soonest. 

5 Reasons for the Decision (s)
5.1 Extending the age limit supports those effected to continue to operate during a period 

when they would unlikely to be unable to obtain a new vehicle.  Maintaining the current 
conditions relating to inspection and maintenance of the vehicle ensures that the vehicles 
remain safe and meet visual standards.

6 Financial Implications 
6.1 There are no financial implications associated with this report.

Financial Implications reviewed by: Alison Hall-Wright, Head of Finance



7 Legal and Governance Implications 
7.1 This temporary amendment is a sensible and practical approach.  

Legal Implications reviewed by: Shahin Ismail, Monitoring Officer

8 Equality and Safeguarding implications
8.1 None identified. 

9 How will the recommendations support South Kesteven District 
Council’s declaration of a climate emergency?

9.1 There is a potential impact as extending the vehicle age will result in more older vehicles 
being in use which have less stringent emissions standards than a newer vehicle.  
However, as the number of vehicles effected is small (6 no.) the impact will not be 
significant. 

10 Appendices
10.1 None. 

Call-in deadline (where applicable) Not applicableReport Timeline:
Date decision effective (subject to call-in) 30 April 2020


